APPENDIX  D
PREFACE  TO   MESSRS. APPLETON & CO.'S EDITION OF  THACKERAY'S  MINOR  WORKS
On coming into this country, I found that the projectors of this series of little books had preceded my arrival by publishing a number of early works, which have appeared under various pseudonyms during the last fifteen years. I was not the master to choose what stories of mine should appear or not: these miscellanies were all advertised, or in course of publication; nor have I had the good fortune to be able to draw a pen, or alter a blunder of author or printer, except in the case of the accompanying volumes, which contain contributions to Punch, whence I have been enabled to make something like a selection. In the Letters of Mr. Brown, and the succeeding short essays and descriptive pieces, something graver and less burlesque was attempted than in other pieces which I here publish. My friend The Fat Contributor accompanied Mr. Titmarsh in \&s Journey from Cornhill to Cairo. The prize novels contain imitations of the writings of some contemporaries who still live and flourish in the novelist's calling. I myself had scarcely entered on it when these burlesque tales were begun, and I stopped further parody from a sense that this merry-task of making fun of the novelists should be left to younger hands than my own; and, in a little book pub-